[Recent trends in the standardization of laboratory automation].
Laboratory automation systems have been introduced to many clinical laboratories since early 1990s. Meanwhile, it was found that the difference in the specimen tube dimensions, specimen identification formats, specimen carrier transportation equipment architecture, electromechanical interfaces between the analyzers and the automation systems was preventing the systems from being introduced to a wider extent. To standardize the different interfaces and reduce the cost necessary for the laboratory automation, NCCLS and JCCLS started establishing standards for the laboratory automation in 1996 and 1997 respectively. NCCLS has published five proposed standards which that are expected to be approved by the end of 2000.